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e-future Classic Readers

How the Rabbit Loses Her Tail   Level S-18

A South American Folk Tale

Rabbit has a long tail. But Cat sees her tail and wants it. 
Cat has a knife. He cuts off Rabbit’s tail. Rabbit is mad 
about this. What can Cat give Rabbit so that he can keep 
the tail? The answer may surprise you.

Early readers will help their reading skills grow with these simple 
retellings of well-loved classics.

Visit us online at www.efuture-elt.com for downloadable resources and audio.

Levels Starter 1 2 3 4 5 6

CEFR A1 A1 A1 A1 A1/A2 A2 A2

Headwords 200 250 350 550 800 1000 1300

Word count: 205

CEFR Level

B1

A2

A1

A South American Folk Tale



Write the words under the correct pictures. A

Read and make the sentences negative.B

rabbit       pick       break       lettuce       knife       basket

1

4

2

5

3

6

knife

Rabbit is not happy.

1. Rabbit is happy. 

  

2. I have a tail. 

  

3. You can use my knife. 

  

4. I’m hungry. 

  

5. The basket breaks. 

  

rabbit

breakbasket

pick

lettuce

I don’t have a tail.

I’m not hungry.

You can’t (cannot) use my knife.

The basket doesn’t (does not) break.



Unscramble the words of each sentence. Write it on the line. D

1. tail.      Cat      day,      sees Rabbit’s      One

4

This is a story about a rabbit from long, 
long ago.
Rabbit has a tail. 
Cat has no tail.2. a woman     picking     Rabbit     lettuce.     sees

14

3. Can I      use your      basket?      please      nice

15

Rabbit is happy with her new basket. 
She sees a woman picking lettuce. 
The woman asks, “Kind Rabbit, can I 
please use your nice basket?”

One day, Cat sees Rabbit’s tail.

Write the numbers in order so the story makes sense. 
Then fill in the blanks with the correct words.

C

 breaks          kind          gives          has          cuts off

10

Rabbit meets a man making baskets. 
The man asks, “Can I please use  
your knife?”

Rabbit is very kind. 
She says, “Yes, you can use  
my knife.”

Rabbit is , so he lets a man use her 
knife.e-future Classic Readers
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So Cat  Rabbit’s tail with a knife.

1

5

One day, Cat sees Rabbit’s tail. 
He thinks, “I like that tail.” 
He cuts off Rabbit’s tail!

Rabbit  a tail, but Cat doesn’t.

12

The man uses the knife, but it breaks 
in two!
Rabbit is not happy.

The man  Rabbit’s knife.

9

Rabbit walks away with the knife.

Then Cat  his knife to Rabbit.

has

cuts off

breaks

kind

gives

Rabbit sees a woman picking lettuce.

Can I please use your nice basket?

2

4

5

3


