
e-future Classic Readers

LEVEL S-13

The Ugly Duckling

6

The ugly duckling’s mother loves it.Hans Christian Anderson



Write the words under the correct pictures. A

ugly       go away       help       swan       duckling       river

help
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Read and write words that rhyme.B

ice                     spring                     cold

ring

old

rice

1. 

2. 

3. 

duckling

swanriver

ugly

go away

spring

cold

ice



Read each statement. Check True or False.C

Number in order. D

He is sad and 
hungry all 
winter.

15

The ugly duckling is cold and 
hungry all winter long. 
It is very sad.

One duckling is 
ugly.
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The Ugly Duckling   Level S- 13

Hans Christian Andersen

A mother duck has many babies. One of the babies is 
an ugly duckling. The ugly duckling’s brothers and 
sister do not like it. This makes the ugly duckling sad. 
He leaves home to find a place to be happy. But where 
is that place?

Early readers will help their reading skills grow with these simple 
retellings of well-loved classics.

Visit us online at www.efuture-elt.com for downloadable resources and audio.

Levels Starter 1 2 3 4 5 6

CEFR A1 A1 A1 A1 A1/A2 A2 A2

Headwords 200 250 350 550 800 1000 1300

Word count: 219

CEFR Level

B1

A2

A1

The swans ask 
him to live with 
them.

19

The girl swan says, “Live here with us.”
The ugly duckling is not sad now. 
He is very happy!

So he goes 
away.

10

Then the ugly duckling sees a house.
An old woman lives there.

His brothers 
and sisters 
don’t like him.

6

The ugly duckling’s mother loves it.

True False

1.
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an ugly duckling. The ugly duckling’s brothers and 
sister do not like it. This makes the ugly duckling sad. 
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retellings of well-loved classics.
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Ducklings are young ducks.

2.

7

The ugly duckling’s brothers and sister 
don’t love it. 
The ugly duckling is sad.

The ugly duckling doesn’t like 
swimming in the river.

3.

12

Then winter comes.
The ugly duckling goes to swim 
in the river. 

A man helps the ugly duckling get out 
of the ice.

4.

14

The man likes the ugly duckling.
But the man’s family does not like 
the ugly duckling. 
They make it go away.

The man’s family loves the ugly 
duckling.

5.

17

 The swans swim near him.
“ I know I am ugly,” he says to  
the swans.

“I will go away.”

The ugly duckling meets some nice 
swans in spring.
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